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I 

 

School had started back up for Aurora again, and Iris was attending classes twice a week. Due 

to Davis’s circumstances, I had to remain at the house during the daytime with him. I thought 

this would become a burden for me and set back my studies, but Davis was so charming and 

so dedicated to his studies that I welcomed the opportunity to spend the days with him. Since 

he was not enrolled in any school at the moment, I helped him remain active in his studies 

until I could find a solution to his predicament. I followed the lessons in his books, which in 

turn kept my German active as well. 

One afternoon while teaching him the placement of adverbs in an English sentence in 

the sitting room, there happened a pause in our discussion, and out of nowhere, he mentioned 

Quint. I stared at him blankly at first, but then proceeded to inquire carefully about his 

statement. I wanted to find out what he knew about the man. He regarded my curiosity with 

careful consideration before answering, “I find it interesting that you always sit in that chair, 

because he always sat in that chair.” 

I suppressed the urge to fidget in the chair, which had understandably become 

uncomfortable. “Then, you must have spent a lot of time with him in here to have noticed 

such a small detail. What else did the two of you do together?” I gently prodded.  

“We had fun together. We spent many nights talking in front of the fire. Sometimes, 

he would let me come into his room. He would show me his souvenirs from his travels.” 

“Oh. So, he was a traveler? He must have had interesting stories to tell.” 

“Yes, but we talked about other things mostly,” he replied. 

“Such as?” I believed Davis was just about to give me some real insight into Quint’s 

character.  

“Different things. This and that,” with this last remark, he smiled back at me and 

slowly stood up from his chair. He announced that he was thirsty and went to get a drink from 

the kitchen. I was dumbfounded by his ambivalence to my questions. It made me even more 

curious about the locked room upstairs. 

 

*** 

 

The sun was still shining when Aurora returned home from school. Even though it was 

cold, we wanted to enjoy the little bit of sunshine that we could. We spent the afternoon 

walking through the front garden. It gradually became darker, and Iris called us in for dinner. 
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